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jUMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MICAL  OEFICER  OF  HEALTH 


i960 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  ihe  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed 

Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  ngr  first  Annual  Report  on  the  health- 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  i960.  I commenced 
duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  November  of  that  year,  and  hence  -the 
report  relates  laxgely  to  the  time  Before  ny  appointment. 

I -wish  to  pay  tribute  to  my  predecessor  Dr.  R.  Short,  who  left  the 
district  in  September  to  take  up  a new  appointment  in  Edinburgh.  Due  to 
his  previous  efforts,  ny  introduction  to  the  area  has  been  smooth  and 
pleasant.  He  indeed  left  a legacy  of  goodwill  towards  the  department 
which  it  has  been  Hy  good  fortune  to  inherit;  we  all  wish  him  well  in  his 
new  post. 

Some  interesting  facts  emerge  from  the  statistics  in  the  report. 

First,  the  drift  of  the  population  from  the  Borou^  appears  to  have  been 
halted.  After  many  years  progressive  decline,  the  Registrar  General's 
estimate  shows  a rise  of  120  persons  over  the  previous  year.  The  estimated 
mid-year  pop\alation  is  the  highest  since  1921. 

The  birth  rate  shows  little  change  to  that  of  1959,  and  is  above  the 
national  average.  However,  in  this,  as  in  all  statistics  relating  figures 
from  a small  area  to  the  national  average,  there  are  bovind  to  be  wide 
fluctuations  which  are  not  necessarily  significant,  and  can  be  explained  by 
the  laws  of  chance.  Nevertheless,  there  are  grounds  for  satisfaction  in 
reviewing  the  infant  mortality,  perinatal  and  stUlbiridi  rates,  which  are 
very  much  lower  than  the  national  figures.  These  rates  are  a sensitive 
index,  not  only  of  the  high  level  of  maternal  and  infant  welfare,  but  also 
of  general  living  standards. 

The  commonest  infectious  disease  is,  as  usual,  measles.  This  illness 
tends  to  occur  in  two  yearly  cycles,  and  the  increased  notifications  towards 
the  end  of  I96O  confirmed  this.  Regrettably,  there  was  an  increase  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis,  from  5 cases  in  1959,  to  17  in  I96O. 
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The  inumonisations  cairried  out  by  both  County  Health  Authority  Staff 
and  General  Practitioners  continued  at  a high  level,  and  the  diphtheria 
iinraunity  index  is  satisfactory  in  the  pre-school  group  of  children. 
Iinnunisation  against  poliomyelitis  continued  well,  and  a very  high 
percentage  of  children  under  15  years  are  now  protected.  The  level 
of  the  protection  in  the  15+  age  group  is  still  not  as  good  as  it  should 
be,  althougji  it  is  improving  slov/ly. 

In  commenting  upon  the  Public  Heallii  Inspector' s report,  I would 
draw  particular  attention  to  the  comparatively  small  number  of  housing 
improvement  grants  claimed  during  1iie  yeax.  There  was  an  encoioraging 
increase  upon  the  previous  year,  but  there  must  be  a large  number  of 
houses  in  the  Borough  that  vrauld  qualify  for  grant  but  axe  not  claimed. 

The  Council  are  eager  to  help,  yet  there  seems  to  be  a strange  reluctance 
by  property  owners  to  avail  liiemselves  of  this  helpful  means  of  improving 
their  property  and  raising  living  standards.  Further  publicity  to  this 
end  is  needed  in  the  Borough, 

Included  in  this  year' s report  is  a simomary  of  the  quinquennial 
report  relating  to  Port  Health  Authority  duties, 

I shoiiLd  like,  finally,  to  extend  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Coiincil, 
and  particularly  to  Mr,  Halley,  for  their  help  and  encoxiragement  since 
commencing  my  duties  with  the  Council  in  I96O. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


Medical  urricer  or  neauT^Ji 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  was  7,126  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  4,295  and  the  number  of 
new  houses  couple  ted  during  the  year  was  84. 

The  rateable  value  was  £134,382  and  the  sum  represented  by 
a penny  rate  was  £530. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  12,730  and  this  figure 
was  taken  vihen  calculating  the  Birth  and  Death  rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

127 

130 

Illegitimate 

12 

Totals  1^ 

6 

m 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Crude  Birth  Rate  multiplied  by  Conparability  Factor 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Still  Births: 


Legitimate  - 2 

Illegitimate  - - 

Totals  ^ 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Legitimate  - 1 

Illegitimate  ^ 

Totals  - 1 


Infant  liortality  Rates; 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Eeo-natal  Mortality  Rate; 

Deaths  \jnder  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Kortality  Rate; 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  mortality  Rate; 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 vreek  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths 

IZatemal  mortality  ( including  abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


Total 

257 

18 

m 

21.60 

21.81 

6.54 

2 

2 

1,22 

277 

1 

I 

3.63 

3.89 

3.63 

3.63 

10.83 
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Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

75 

85 

160 

Crude  Death 
Crude  Death 
Deaths  from 
Deaths  from 
Deaths  from 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Rate  multiplied  by  compatrability  Factor 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Cancer 

12.56 

11.93 

22 

JMMT  MORTALITY 

During  the  year  there  was  one  infant  death  in  the  Borough,  which 
occxnrred  in  the  neonatal  period,  i.e.  the  first  four  weeks;  death  was 
due  to  prematurity. 

The  following  table,  showing  infant  mortality  rates  for  the  Borough 
and  England  and  YiTales,  shows  that  despite  a fevir  inevitable  fluctuations, 
the  steady  downward  trend  of  infant  deaths  in  the  Borough  is  continued. 


Year 

Infant 

Mortality 

England  and 

Tfales  - Deaths 
under  1 year 
per  1,000  Live 
Births 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

1890 

39 

98 

142 

1891  - 1900 

51 

134 

153 

1901  - 1910 

39 

115 

128 

1911  - 1920 

23 

88 

100 

1921  - 1930 

19 

74 

72 

1931  - 194-0 

10 

55 

59 

1940 

6 

30 

57 

19U 

12 

60 

60 

1942 

9 

51 

51 

1943 

11 

51 

49 

1944 

4 

19.7 

45 

1945 

9 

48.6 

46 

1946 

10 

41.8 

43 

1947 

10 

39.2 

41 

1948 

5 

21.19 

34 

1949 

1 

3.86 

32 

1950 

12 

43.58 

30 

1951 

6 

25.10 

30 

1952 

6 

25.00 

28 

1953 

7 

25.27 

27 

1954 

5 

19.76 

25 

1955 

9 

36.00 

25 

1956 

12 

44.11 

24 

1957 

6 

21.81 

23 

1958 

7 

21.73 

22 

1959 

4 

14.98 

22 

i960 

1 

3.63 

21 
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CHIEg  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis  TRespiratoiy) 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
"Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neo^asm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
" " Stomach 

" " Breast 

" " Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaenda, 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Coronaiy  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneiamonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Totals 


Males  Females  Total 


“ 

- 

- 

3 

1 

if 

1 

4 

5 

- 

3 

3 

6 

k 

10 

— 

1 

1 

9 

13 

2U 

19 

15 

3if 

k. 

1 

5 

12 

20 

32 

k 

3 

7 

2 

— 

2 

3 

2 

5 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

12 

19 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2I 

E 

160 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  death  was  due  to  any  of  the  infectious 
diseases. 

Cardio  vaiscular  diseases,  conprising  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  coronaiy  artery  disease,  hypertension  and  other  heart  diseases, 
was  by  far  the  commonest  cause  of  death.  In  fact,  acco\xnting  for  66^ 
of  deaths  in  the  Borou^  during  I96O,  Malignant  conditions  were  responsible 
for  1^  of  the  deaths.  Accidents  accounted  for  less  than  3^  of  total  deaths. 


6 


POPULATION 


Population  (Census  1881)  13,961 

” " 1891  13,362 

" " 1901  13,4-37 

" " 1911  13,075 

" " 1921  12,985 

" ” 1931  12,299 

" " 1951  12,550 

Housing  Survey  I936  12,24-3 

Housing  Survey  194-9  12,4-55 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  194-9  12,250 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  1950  12,370 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  I95I  ..  ,,  12,4-60 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  1 95 2 12,650 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  1953  12,570 

R.G,  estimate  of  mid-year  1954  ..  12,570 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-yeatr  I955 12,630 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  I956 12,670 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  1 957  ..  ,,  ,.  12,670 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  I958  ..  12,620 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  1959  12,610 

R.G.  estimate  of  mid-year  i960 12,730 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  mid-year  estimated  popirlation  was  12,730, 
which  is  the  highest  pop\ilation  recorded  since  1921,  An  increase  of 
120  persons  over  the  previous  year  is,  in  fact,  the  difference  between 
births  and  deaths,  and  thus  it  appears  that  there  has  been  no  migration 
from  the  Borough,  It  is  worth  pointing  out  that  the  size  of  the 
population  is  an  estimate  only,  and  the  I96I  census  returns  may  well 
show  an  even  bigger  population  resident  in  the  Borougli. 


HlFaCTIQUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

- 

Eiysipelas 

Whooping  Gough 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

- 

Dysentery 

Measles 

40 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pneumonia 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

- 

Smallpox 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

IvteaLsles  accoimted  for  the  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
There  were  only  11  cases  of  whooping  cough  during  the  year.  This  small 
figure  is  ample  proof  of  the  value  of  protective  immunisation  'which  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  past  five  or  six  years. 
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Tuberciilosis 


Age 

Groups 

Nev;-  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

M P 

ii  P 

M P 

M P 

0-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45+ 

5 

2 1 

3 3 

2 1 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

7 10 

- 

- 

- 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
Borough  during  the  past  ten  years.  Regrettably,  the  incidence  in 
i960  was  the  highest  for  some  years.  There  is  no  ready  explanation 
as  to  why  this  should  be  so.  It  is  certainly  not  due  to  the  factors 
traditionally  associated  with  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis,  A possible 
explanation  may  be  that  the  very  thorough  contact  tracing  of  a new  case 
brings  to  light  f\irther  cases  of  an  early  natiire.  On  the  credit  side, 
it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease, 
and  all  the  notified  cases  have  made  excellent  progress  under  modern 
treatment. 


Year 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary 

Total 

1950 

11 

1 

12 

1951 

10 

2 

12 

1952 

10 

1 

11 

1953 

3 

3 

6 

1954 

8 

- 

8 

1955 

11 

2 

13 

1956 

9 

1 

10 

1957 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

13 

2 

15 

1959 

5 

1 

6 

i960 

17 

- 

17 
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IMMUNISATION  AKD  VACCINATIQN 
Diphtheria  ImmunAsation  in  the  Berv/ick  Borough 


Age  on  31.12.60, 

(i,e.  bom  in  year) 

Under  1 

i960 

1-4 

1956-1959 

5-9 

1951-1955 

10-14 

1946-1950 

Under  15 
Total 

A.  Number  of  children 
vhose  last  course 
(primary  or  booster) 
was  completed  in  the 
period  1956-1960 

46 

545 

463 

30 

1084 

B,  Number  of  children 
whose  last  course 
(primary  or  booster) 
was  completed  in  the 
period  1955  or  earlier 

- 

- 

399 

1024 

1423 

C.  Estimated  mid-year 
child  population 

207 

864 

2230 

3301 

Immunity  Index 

100  Vc 

22,22 

63,07 

22,10 

32,84 

The  Immiinity  Index  is  the  n\jniber  of  children  inmmised  (primany  or 


booster)  during  the  last  five  years,  expressed  as  a percentage  of  the  total 
estimated  mid-year  child  population. 

It  will  he  seen  that  in  the  age  group  1-4  the  immunity  index  is  6^, 
this  is  a reasonable  level,  althoizgh  ideally  it  should  be  higher.  The 
figure  of  22!^  for  children  under  1,  does  not  mean  immunisation  in  this  age 
group  is  at  a low  level.  The  low  figure  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
many  of  these  infants  have  not  completed  their  course  of  immunisation  as 
they  were  born  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  and  thus  had  not  completed 
a course  of  injections  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  consequently  are  not 
included  in  the  total.  Immunity  levels  in  the  ^ age  group  are  rather 
low,  and  ideally  should  be  raised. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

For  administration  purposes,  poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  been  dealt 
with  on  an  area  basis,  and  the  table  overleaf  shows  the  number  of  persons 
who  have  received  poliomyelitis  vaccination  in  the  North  No,  1 and  2 Areas ^ 
which  comprises  Berwick  Borough,  Alnwick  and  Amble  Urban  Districts,  and 
Alnv/’ick,  Bedford,  Glendale,  Norham  and  Islandshires  and  Rothbury  Rural 
Districts.  These  eight  districts  have  a total  population  of  60,000, 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  children  in  the  age  group  1 - 15  have  a very- 
high  level  of  protection.  Children  under  15,  "who  have  not  received 
poliomyelitis  immunisation,  are  now  very  much  in  the  minority,  and  in 
Berv/ick  over  SO/o  of  the  child  population  have  been  protected. 

The  immunisation  level  in  persons  over  15  years  of  age  is,  however, 
still  poor.  Repeated  propaganda  and  exhortations  have  only  produced  a 
modest  response,  particularly  in  the  25  - 40  year  age  group.  Hov/ever,  the 
level  continues  to  rise  slov/ly,  but  it  seems  unlikely  that  a truly  satisfactory 
proportion  of  the  older  population  can  be  persuaded  to  receive  protection  from 
poliomyelitis.  It  is  an  unfortianate  reflection  upon  himian  nature,  that  it 
takes  an  epidemic,  or  the  death  of  a well-known  personality  to  stimulate  the 
adoption  of  active  preventive  measures  against  illness.  This  problem  is 
hOTTever,  by  no  means  peculiar  to  Berwick. 


Age  Group 

Number  having  received 
two  injections 

1-15 

13,597 

15  - 25 

4,556 

25  - 40 

1,624 

Over  40 

179 

Of  these,  17,028  received  their  third  injection  since 
the  advent  of  the  scheme  to  31st  December,  I96O. 
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AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  FUBLID  HEALTH  S^SEECTQR 

i960 

To  the  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Coimcillors  of  the  Borougji  of  Berwick-upon-Tr/eed 

Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  ray  Report  for  the  year  I96O  I would  draw  particular 
attention  to  two  matters  therein,  firstly  to  the  nimbers  of  houses  in 
the  Borougih  remaining  constant  since  the  previous  year  by  reason  of  the 
nijmber  of  new  houses  exactly  balancing  those  going  out  of  use  a^  dwellings, 
and  secondly,  the  remarkable  decrease  in  the  amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned 
annually  over  the  last  twelve  years. 

Once  again  I take  this  opportunity  of  recording  thanks  to  Council 
members,  colleagues  in  other  Departments,  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  the  assistance  given  to  me  during  the  year  under 
review, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Hr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.S.  HALLEY 


Public  Health  Inspector 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year,  the  supply  from  Nine  Well  Eyes  and  Hope  Springs 
wan  discontinued.  The  three  sources  still  in  use  are;  Thoraton  Mains 
Borehole,  Murton  Borehole  and  Dock  Road  Springs,  Seven  chemical  analyses 
and  five  bacteriological  examinations  showed  these  to  be  of  very  satisfactory 
organic  purity  and  suitable  for  a public  supply.  There  is  no  shortage  of 
water  in  the  Borough, 

No  extensions  were  made  to  the  Town's  water  mains. 

The  number  of  dwellings  having  an  outside  water  supply  further  decreased 
in  i960  to  seventy.  This  seventy  remains  from  834  as  existed  twelve  years 
ago. 

The  position  at  the  close  of  the  year  was;- 


Number  of 

Approximate 

houses 

Population 

Water  supply  in  house 

4,198 

12,44.2 

By  standpipe 

70 

208 

By  other  means 

27 

80 

SET?ERAGB 

A further  327  yards  of  sewer  were  laid  during  the  year.  The  major 
part  of  the  sewage  continues  to  be  discharged  into  the  River  Tweed. 
PREVINTIQN  OF  DAI^iAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

All  told  there  were  63  premises  treated  for  infestation:  of  rats  or 
mice,  and  233  visits  vrere  made  to  these  premises.  An  extensive  survey 
was  carried  out  of  property  and  agricultural  premises  in  the  Borough. 

Regular  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  Coiporation  refuse  tip  was 
continued. 

A sewer  treatment  of  30  manholes  shewed  the  areas  treated  to  be  free 
of  rats.  A later  test  baiting,  however,  resulted  in  3 manholes  showing 
"takes"  out  of  47  manholes  tested.  These  3 manholes,  together  with  those 
adjoining,  were  subsequently  treated. 

A rodent  operative  is  eE5)loyed  on  a part-time  basis. 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1957 

All  the  factories  in  the  Borou^  were  inspected  during  the  year 
involving  126  visits.  Details  of  the  work  are  set  out  in  Appendix  2, 

RAG  FLOCK  AKD  OTHER  FILLETC  FiATBRIALS  ACT.  1951 

The  three  premises  registered  under  the  Act  were  visited  and  samples 
taken  on  two  of  these  occeisions.  One  sample  of  hair  which  had  Been  sent 
for  cleaning  and  teasing  did  not  come  up  to  standard,  but  a subsequent 
sample  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  by  the  analyst. 

HOUSING 

Work  progressed  in  dealing  v/ith  dwellings  unfit  for  himian  habitation. 
Two  Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed  during  the  year,  ten  Demolition  Orders 
were  made,  and  seventeen  Closing  Orders  in^posed,  involving  a total  of 
thirty-eight  dwellings. 

Once  again  the  majority  of  the  housing  inspections  carried  out  was 
for  the  allocation  of  sanitation  points  under  the  Council’s  Scheme  for  the 
letting  of  Coxjncil  Houses.  Altogether,  h-55  visits  v/ere  made  to  houses. 


The  incidence  of  families  sharing  sanitary  accommodation  was  as 
follows ; - 


Number  of  families 
sharing  one  W.C. 

NiJiriber  of  cases 

Total  number  of 
families  concerned 

2 

200 

400 

3 

31 

93 

4 

12 

Total  at  31.  12.  ^0. 

541 

Total  at  31.  12.  59. 

585 

Forty-seven  families  living  in  rural  areas  still  use  chemical  closets, 
earth  closets  or  privy  middens. 

There  was  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for 
improvement  grants  during  the  year.  Six  Standard  Grants  and  twenty-one 
Discretionary  Grants  were  awarded  to  owners  who  received,  on  average, 

£227  per  house  improved. 

CARAVAIT  SITES  AND  CONTROL  CF  DEVELOHvENT  ACT.  I960 

Facilities  were  improved  at  the  two  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the 
Borough,  however,  further  accommodation  is  required  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  increasing  nuiriber  of  holiday-makers  touring  in  caravans. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AM)  FOOD  PWilSES 

Routine  meat  inspection  accounted  for  1,154  visits  to  the  five 
slau^terhouses  in  the  Borough,  and  a further  66  visits  -were  made  in 
connection  with  unfit  food. 

Since  1948  when  32  tons.  16  cwts.  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned 
there  has  been  a dramatic  reduction  in  the  annual  amount  condemned. 

In  i960  the  total  wei^t  was  5 tons.  8 cwts.  8 Ihs.  This  reduction 
was  particularly  pronounced  between  1933  and  1954  after  Ministry  control 
of  slaughterhouses  ceased.  The  other  main  factor  acco\anting  for  the 
decrease  has  been  the  effectiveness  of  tuberculosis  eradication  schemes 
which  have  practically  eliminated  bovine  tuberculosis  as  a disease  seen 
in  the  slaughterhouse. 

Sixty- two  visits  were  made  \mder  the  Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
i960,  fouxteen  informal  notices  served,  and  proceedings  taken  against  a 
butcher  in  respect  of  six  charges  under  the  Regulations  were  successful, 

A different  aspect  of  the  work  involved  the  distribution  to  the 
appropriate  retailers  of  the  Ministry' s Pood  Hygiene  Codes  of  Practice 
on  the  transport  and  handling  of  meat  and  fish.  Also,  a Pood  Hygiene 
supplement  wa^  included  in  the  local  newspaper  and  posters  were  sent  out 
to  food  premises. 

The  sterilisation  of  mussels  from  unclean  beds  was  supervised  prior 
to  their  packing  in  glass  containers  for  retail  sale. 

AIR  ACT.  1956 

The  only  cause  of  any  concern  was  the  smoke  from  steam  railway  engines. 
However,  an  improvement  has  been  noted  with  the  increasing  use  of  diesel- 
electric  locomotives. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS.  1952 

No  ship  entering  the  Tweed  Dock  was  found  to  have  infectious  disease 
on  board  or  any  infestation  of  rats. 

A s-ummaiy  of  inspections  and  shipping  traffic  is  contained  in 


Appendix  6 
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SHOPS  ACT.  1950 

Thirty-six  routine  inspections  were  made  hut  apart  from  two  catses 
of  inadequate  heating,  only  minor  items  were  dealt  with,  mainly  the 
failure  to  display  statutory  forms.  Enquiries  regarding  early  closing 
days  and  assistants'  weekly  half -holiday  were  answered  and  a complaint 
of  shops  trading  after  permitted  hours  in  a certain  area  was  received 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT.  1928 

Altogether  eighty  visits  were  made  to  the  35  licensed  premises 
during  routine  inspections  and  the  ullage  testing  of  old  tanks. 

Eleven  tanks  were  tested  and,  together  with  air  pressure  testing  of 
the  adjoining  pipe-lines,  these  proved  to  he  in  satisfactory  condition. 
The  three  new  tanks  air  pressure  tested  to  Ihs.  per  square  inch  were 
also  found  satisfactory,  and  their  installation  was  supervised. 
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APgENDIX  h 

SmmRY  OF  INSPECTIONS  FiADE  AIID  NOTICES  ISSUED  ETC  . 

NiJinber  of  complaints  received  171 

Visits  and  Inspections  regarding: - 

Complaints  and  nuisances  284- 

Dairies  4 

Disinfestations  carried  out  14 

Pactories  126 

Fire  escapes  from  hotels  2 

Pood  premises  128 

Houses  455 

Ice-cream  manufacture  6 

Infectious  disease  2 

Offensive  Trades  4 

Petroleum  storage  80 

Upholsterers'  premises  4 

Rodent  infested  premises  235 

Ships  8 

Shops  38 

Slaughterhouses  - Inspections  12 

Slaughterhouses  - Meat  Inspections  1,154 

Smoke  oh  s e rva t ions  1 0 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  29 

notices  served; - 

Informal  1^3 

Statutory  12 

Notices  complied  "with;- 

Informal  135 

Statutory  10 

notices  outstanding: - 

Informal  52 


Statutory 
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APPENDIX  2 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937  TO  1959 

1.  Inspections  for  puiTposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


N.umher 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written  I 
Notices  I 

(A-)  1 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(3) 

1.  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,2,3,A&  6 
are  to  he  enforced  hy 
the  Local  Authority 

17 

1 

i 

1 

2 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  hy  the 

Local  Authority 

9^ 

106 

lA- 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  hy 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises') 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

112 

12^ 

1^ 

Nil 

2,  Cases  in  which  defects  -were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which. 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

Referred 

which 

Particiolars 

Pound 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prose- 

Insp- 

Insp- 

cutions 

ector 

ector 

were  in- 
stituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(M 

(5) 

(6) 

17ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences(S ,7) 

fa)  Insufficient 
(h)  Unsuitable  or 

1. 

1 

“ 

— 

defective 

13 

10 

- 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (Not  including  offences 

2 

2 

. 

relating  to  out  work) 

Totals 

16 

13 

- 

2 

- 

There  wais  one  out-worker  engaged  in  making  v/earing  apparel. 
The  premises  were  satisfactory. 
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APPENDIX  3 


HOUSMG 


Number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 
Number  of  houses  ovmed  hy  the  Coxmcil 


^.-,295 
1,  673  ^ 


New  houses  completed  during 
the  year 

With  state 
assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a) 

By  Local  Authority 

43 

- 

43 

(t) 

By  private  persons 

- 

36 

36 

Hbuses  demolished  (a)  in  Clearance  Areas  1 


Hbuses  demolished  (a)  in  Clearance  Areas  1 

(h)  not  in  Clearance  Areas  10 

Houses  closed  14- 

Number  of  dwellings  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  12 

Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Demolition  Orders  made  15 

Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Closing  Orders  made  14- 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let  houses  1 

Houses  made  fit  (a)  after  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  19 

(b)  after  formal  action  by  Local  Authority  7 


IHPROVEkIBNT  grants 

(1)  Discretionary  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted  24- 

(b)  Applications  approved  21 

(2)  Standard  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted  6 

(b)  Applications  approved  6 
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HOUSES  ERECTED  1921-1960 


Year 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

By  Local 

Authority 

Prefab- 
ricated 
Tern  .Houses 

Total 

1921 

1 

22 

23 

1922 

- 

_ 

1923 

- 

24 

- 

24 

192Zf 

4 

32 

_ 

36 

1925 

20 

72 

_ 

92 

1926 

12 

26 

38 

1927 

1 

97 

_ 

98 

1928 

25 

51 

76 

1929 

4 

4 

1930 

7 

16 

23 

1931 

2 

2 

1932 

- 

60 

60 

1933 

20 

8 

28 

193^ 

32 

- 

• 

32 

1933 

42 

24 

66 

1936 

58 

76 

134 

1937 

33 

100 

- 

133  i 

1938 

37 

178 

- 

215  i 

1939 

25 

30 

55  i 

1940 

4 

- 

_ 

4 ! 

194L-5 

- 

1946 

1 

_ 

50 

51 

1947 

14 

64 

- 

78 

1948 

1 

142 

- 

143 

1949 

11 

68 

- 

79 

1950 

12 

74 

- 

86 

1951 

20 

48 

- 

68 

1952 

11 

78 

- 

89 

1953 

9 

74 

- 

83 

1954 

7 

67 

- 

74 

1955 

10 

51 

- 

61 

1956 

4 

56 

- 

60 

1957 

1 

45 

- 

46 

1958 

5 

53 

- 

58 

1959 

47 

24 

- 

71 

i960 

..  36...  . .. 

48 

_ 

84 

Total 

1 

1708 



2274 
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AEFEKDIX  1+ 


CARCASES  AKD  OIFAL  INSEECTED  AKD  COKDEIMGD 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

I Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

r 

1 

1 

Pigs 

1 

i 

Calves 

Total 

Number  killed 

and  inspected  1,216 

Nil 

20,11A 

1,960 

1 

23,291 

A,  All  diseases 
except  Tuber- 
exiles  is  and  2 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

54 

2 

Nil 

58 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was  36 

condemned 

Nil 

88 

44 

Nil 

168 

Percentage  of 
the  number  ins- 
pected affected 
with  disease  3 .13/^ 

other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysti- 
cerci 

Nil 

0.70^ 

2.3^ 

Nil 

0.97^ 

B , Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

. 

.. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ- 
was  condemned 

- 

- 

77 

- 

77 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

3.9^ 

- 

O,33fo 

C.  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcatses  of  which 
some  pant  or  3 

organ  was  con- 
demned 

Nil 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Carcases  sub- 
mitted to  treat-  3 

ment  by  refriger- 
ation 

Nil 

- 

- 

- 

3 
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MEAT  MD  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CQKDEI'MED 


Beef  (home  killed) 

Mutton  (home  killed) 

Pork  (home  killed) 

Poultry 

Canned  Goods 

Bacon 

Cheese 

Dried  Fruit 

Shellfish 

Eggs 


84-  stones 
223  stones 
% stones 

A,  194-  lbs. 
1,498  lbs. 
^ lbs. 
11  lbs. 
36  lbs. 
542  lbs. 
8 dozen 


Total  -weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  = 5 tons  8 cv7t.  0 qrs.  8 lbs. 


APPEimiK  5 


FOOD  MD  DRUGS  ACT.  1955 
Nirriber  of  premises  registered  under  section  I6:- 

(a)  For  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice-cream  46 

(b)  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  of 

potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  13 

imk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Number  of  registered  dairies  3 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations.  I96O 

Licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  -were  as  follows; - 


Tuberculin  tested  3 
Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised)  5 
Pasteurised  5 
Sterilised  5 


SAI€LING 


(1) 

Milk 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Methylene  Blue  Test) 

(a) 

Number  satisfying  test 

14 

(b) 

Number  failing  to  satisfy  test 

2 

Pasteurised  Milk  (Phosphatase  Test  and  Methylene  Blue  Test) 

(a) 

Number  satisfying  test 

2 

(b) 

Number  failing  to  satisfy  test 

Nil 

Sterilised  Milk  (Turbidity  Test) 

(a) 

Number  satisfying  test 

2 

(b) 

Number  failing  to  satisfy  test 

Nil 
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The  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Repiulations,  1959 

Sampling: 


(a)  Nturiber  of  samples  taJcen  38 

(d)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  1 28 

(c)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  11  h- 

(d)  Nimiber  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  111  ^ 

(e)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  IV  2 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  types  and  number  of  food  premises  in  the 
Borou^  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


Aerated  water  manufacturers  2 
Bakeries  5 
Bakers  shops  13 
Butchers  shops  13 
Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  12 
Confectioners  shops  21 
Pish  and  Chip  shops  10 
Pish  merchants  11 
Pood  packers  3 
Pruiterers  and  Greengrocers  11 
Grocers  34 
Hotels  14 
Ice-cream  factories  3 
Licensed  clubs  3 
Public  Houses  28 
School  kitchens  7 
Slaughterhouses  3 
Sweet  manufacturers  1 
"Wholesale  dealers  and  warehouses  5 


Total  . . 201 

APESNDIK  6. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS.  1952 


Ships 

from: 

No. 

Tonnage 

Number  inspec- 
ted by 

Number  of  ships  re- 
ported as  having  had 
during  the  voyage  in- 

M.O.H, 

P.H.I. 

fectious  disease  on 
board 

Poreign. 

Ports 

19 

4,275 

- 

8 

- 

Coant- 

wise 

22 

5,297 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

4L 

■ ..-9^.2  . 

- 

8 

- 

Passenger  Traffic;  - NH 
Cargo  Traffic 


Principal  Imports:-  Timber,  petrolexmi,  potash,  nitra  shell  fertiliser, 
banic  slag,  cement,  phosphates,  esparto  grass, 
hairdboard. 

Principal  Exports:-  Barley- 
Principal  ports  from 

rniich  ships  arrive:-  AntTreip,  Rotterdam,  Halms  tad.,  Kotka 
Sousse,  London,  Sal tend. 
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AMTUAL  REPORT  OF  I'.flllDICAL  QFi'ICER  OF  HEALTH 

RELATING  TO  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHQRITI  DUTIES 

FOR  YEAR  EI^ED  I960 

Section  1 - Staff 


Table  A 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appoint- 
ment 

Qualifi- 

cations 

Any  other 

appointments 

held 

Dr,  J. McCormack 

M.O.H. 

7.11.60. 

M.B.B.S. 

D.P.H. 

Area  Execu- 
tive Medical 
Officer 

D.S.  Halley 

P.H.I. 

16.3.'4.7 

M.R.S.H. 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Shops  Insp, 

Petroleum 

Inspector 

G.K.  Hope 

Pupil  P.H.I. 

1.10.36 

- 

- 

Miss  S,  Allison 

Clerkess 

21.11,60. 

- 

- 

Address  and  Telephone  Nos.  of  M.O.H. The  Close,  T/’est  Acres,  Alnwick. 

Telephone  Nos;-  Alnwick  24B0  (Home) 

” 2263  (Office) 

Berwick  6406 

Section  11  - Amoimt  of  Shipping  entering  district  during  the  year 


Table  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

By  M.O.H.  By  P.H.I. 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having 
had  during  the 
voyage  infectious 
diseases  on  board 

Foreign  Ports 

19 

4275 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Coastwise 

22 

5291 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

hi 

9572 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Section  111  - Character  of  shippinp;  and  trade  during  year 


Table  C 


Passenger  Traffic 

(Number  of  passengers  Inwards  - Nil 
(Number  of  passengers  Outwards  - Nil 

Cargo  Traffic 

(Principal  Imports  - Chemical  fertilizers,  timber, 
cement,  petroleum,  basic  slag. 
(Principal  Exports  - Barley 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  - Antwerp,  Remi,  Rotterdam, 

Saltend,  Ventspils,  Imuden, 

London 

Section  IV  - Inland  Barge  Traffic 


Nil 
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Section  V - Water  Supply 

(1)  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  district  - Deep  Wells 

(b)  shipping  - From  main  supply  to  Borough 

(2)  Regular  sampling  of  Borough  supply  shows  it  to  be  of  satisfactory 
chemical  and  bacteriological  quality, 

(3)  No  particular  precautions  to  prevent  contamination  of  hydrants  and 
hose-pipes  considered  necessary. 

(4)  No  water-boats  are  used  in  the  Port.  Water  being  supplied  to  ships 
direct  by  hydrant  from  the  Borough  Main. 

Section  VI  - Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations.  1952 

(1)  The  weekly  record  of  quarantinable  diseases  is  available  to  the 
Pilot  and  Customs  Officer  if  required,  and  a summary  is  sent  to 
them  every  six  weeks. 

(2)  Arrangements  exist  with  the  Shipping  Agents,  Messrs,  Tf.M.  Lindsay 
Ltd.,  to  forward  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  any  message 
concerning  infectioiis  disease  received  by  radio  prior  to  arrival 
of  a ship. 

(3)  H.M.  Customs  Officer  has  agreed  to  forward  to  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  any  flag  or  morse  signal  concerning  infectious  disease. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations 

(1)  Anchorage  outside  Berwick  Harbour  (Outer  Mooring) 

(2)  Tv/eed  Dock  (inner  Mooring) 

The  following  standing  instructions  have  been  issued  regarding 
these  Mooring  Stations 

(I)  Any  ship  with  Cholera,  Plague,  Yellow  Fever,  Typhus  or 
Smallpox  on  board  shall  proceed  to  the  anchorage  (l) 

(II)  Y/here  a ship,  -v^iether  foreign  going  or  not,  arrives  in  Berwick 
from  a foreign  port  and  it  appears  in  answer  to  questions  or 
otherwise  that 

(a)  During  the  voyage  or  last  six  weeks  of  the  voyage  there  has  been 
on  the  ship  a death  from  illness  suspected  to  be  any  of  the  five 
above  mentioned  diseases  she  shall  proceed  to  the  appointed 
Mooring  Station  (Tweed  Dock)  (2) . 

(b)  During  the  voyage  or  last  six  weeks  of  same,  plague  has  occurred 
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or  been  suspected  amongst  rats  or  mice  on  the  ship  or 
sickness  or  death  not  attributable  to  poison  or  other 
methods  of  destruction  has  occurred  amongst  rats  or 
mice  on  the  ship,  she  shall  proceed  to  her  appropriate 
Mooring  Station  (Tweed  Dock)  (2). 

(c)  The  ship  has  (l)  called  at  a port  or  seaboard  included 
in  the  weekly  return  of  infected  or  suspected  ports  or 
seaboards  but  reports  "all  well"  during  the  voyage  and 
arrives  with  no  sickness  on  board,  unless  a written 
notice  to  the  contrary  has  been  delivered  to  the  Customs 
Officer  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  or  (2)  has 
on  board  a case  of  minor  infectious  disorder  namely: - 
Chickenpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric 
Fever,  Fneumonia,  Tuberculosis,  Mumps,  Cerebro-spinal 
Fever,  Erysipelas,  Malaria  or  Dysentery,  she  will  be 
permitted  to  proceed  to  her  ordinary  place  of  mooring, 
loading  or  discharge,  and  be  granted  modified  practique, 
the  Medical  Officer  being  informed. 

(5)  (a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  disease  (other  than  smallpox) 
Walker  Gate  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

(b)  Notification  made  to  Area  Medical.  Officer  of  Health  of  district  to 
which  contact  is  proceeding  and  arrangements  made  to  notify  if 
change  of  address  of  contact  is  pending  or  destination  is  uncertain 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  would  be  carried  out  of  ship  cabins  by 
spraying  methods  and  clothing  disinfected  by  fumigation  at  hospital 
No  steam  disinfection  available  in  Borough. 

Section  Vll  - Smallpox 

(1)  Hospital  to  which  cases  are  sent:- 

Langley  Park  Hospital, 

Langley  Park, 

NR.  DUEHAJ/I  CITY. 
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(2)  North-vuriberland  Coiinty  Coixncil  Arribiilances  from  Ambulance  Centre,  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed  available. 

Vaccinal  state  of  crews:-  Last  vaccinated  28.11.56,  and  28.8,56,  and 
part-time  driver  awaiting  vaccination. 

(3)  ConsiiLtant:-  Dr,  W.  Minns,  County  Hall,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

(4-)  Laboratory  diagnosis:-  The  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale 

Avenue,  The  Hyde,  London,  'N.'W.S,  or 
Department  of  Bacteriology,  University  of  Edinburgh, 
Teviot  Ro^v,  Edinbiirgh,  8. 

Section  Vlll  - Venereal  Disease 

Diagnosis  and  treatment  available  at  Y/ARD  34-,  GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  WESTGATE 
ROAD,  NEWCASTLE  UPON  TINE. 

Monday  - Friday  9*30  a.m,  - 12  noon,  2 p.m.  - 7 P-m* 

Satizrday  9,30  a.m.  - 1 p.m. 

Section  IX  - Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships 

Table  D 

No  caises  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on  ships  during  the  year. 

Section  X - Obseivations  on  the  occurrence  of  Malaria  on  ships 

No  cases  of  malaxia  were  noted  as  occurring  on  ships. 

Section  XI  - Measures  taken  aigainst  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  of  Plague 

There  were  no  ships  in  port  infected  or  suspected  of  plague. 

Section  Xll  - Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

(1)  Althou^  not  a "designated  approved  port"  De-ratting  Certificates  are 
examined  and  by  visual  inspection  of  stores,  galley,  crew's  quarters 
and  hold,  the  extent,  if  any,  of  rodent  infestation  is  ascertained. 

(2)  Bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  of  rats  for  plague  can 
be  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  General  Hospital, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne . 

No  rats  vrere  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

(3)  No  arrangements  are  made  for  de-ratting  ships.  If  Certificates  are 
required  ships  are  diverted  to  a designated  approved  port  and  the 
Port  Health  Authority  notified. 
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(4)  No  action  was  taken  concerning  the  rat  proofing  of  ships  during  the 


year. 


Table  E 


No  rats  were  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports, 
there  being  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation  on  any  ships  entering  Berwick 
Harbour, 


Table  F 


As  Berwick  is  not  a designated  approved  Port,  this  Section  regarding 
De-ratting  Certificates  does  not  apply. 

Section  Xlll  - Inspection  of  ships  for  Nuisances 

During  the  eight  inspections  made  to  ships  in  the  Port  no  nuisances 
were  found. 

Section  XIV  - Public  Health  ( Shell-fish)  Regulations  1934-48 

There  are  no  shell -fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  o\irisdiction  of 
the  Borough. 

Section  XV  - Medical  Inspections  of  Aliens 

This  Section  is  not  applicable  to  Berwick-upon-Tweed, 

Section  XVl  - Miscellaneous 

The  mortuary  at  the  Infirmary,  Berwick-upon-Tweed  is  available  for 
persons  dying  on  board  ship,  and  post  mortem  examinations  can  be  carried 
out  at  the  mortuary  if  necessary.  There  are  two  cemeteries  in  the 
Borough  where  interments  can  be  made. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


